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FKEFATOEY NOTE 


I have very great pleasure in presenting to the 
lovers of India and Indology, the first part of 
STT^cTsrs&TST with two very important and hitherto un- 
published commentaries, viz., of 

and ^rtfsicft of As far as my knowledge of the 

published Catalogues of Manuscripts goes, I have found 
the former noticed only in the Catalogue of the India 
Office Library and the latter, npt eve** mentioned in 
any of them. The two commentaries have nothing 
in common with, and are in many respects far superior 
to, the published commentary of srTCTf . The wealth of 
information about Prakrit Philology which the 

reveals, entitles it to our special consideration. 
I hope this fact at least renders it superfluous to offer 
any apology for their publication. 

My first interest in the was created by 

reading the description of it as given by Cowell in the 
Introduction to his edition of It was greatly 

increased by noticing the way it is referred to by 
later writers. These references,though a few in number, 
cannot but point to the fact that it was once looked 
upon as a very learned and authoritative work on 
Prakrit Grammar. I had been on the look-out and 
actually making a search here and there for a manuscript 
of this work for the last 1 5 years, but without any 
success at all. At last seeing no other better alternative, 
I thought I might have a look at the manuscript 
deposited in the India Office Library, just only to see 
what it was. The fact was that all my enthusiasm for it 
had been already chilled by Cowell’s description and so 
naturally I could not hold out very high expectations of 
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it. I hope it will not be out of place to give here a little 
portion of his deseription:-“The only MS.of the Prakrit- 
Saiijivani which I have met with, (No. 1503 in the 
East India House Library ) is imperfect at the com- 
mencement, and is unfortunately very carelessly tran- 
scribed and is full of errors. Had it been accurate, it 
would have been of great service, as it seems to. be a 
Commentary on Vararuchi’s Sutras which it generally 
gives in their - proper order; but in some places with 
additions and alterations. The- difficulty of deciphering 
the MS. has precluded my making that use of it which 
I would have otherwise done. 53 I requested Pandit 
Gopi Nath Kaviraj for obtaining the manuscript on 
loan from the India Office Library. He, with his usual 
kindness, complied with my request. Our sincere 
thanks are due to the authorities of the India Office 
Library for the favour of sending the manuscript as 
promptly as they could. . . 

But before it was actually to hand, I had here the 
good fortune of coming across two other manuscripts. 
My esteemed friend, Pandit Narayana S'astrl Khiste of 
the Government Sanskrit College Library, favoured 
me with the manuscript of the of ^ 

Being mainly based upon the it was of 

very great . help to us. At that very time, another 
friend of mine. Pandit Jagannatha S'astri Hoshing,- 
discovered in the pall-mall heap of manuscripts in the 
.Sanskrit College Library, the first chapter of the s?T^T- 
qfeft q re t. It was a unique discovery. It was helpful in 
enabling me, not only to complete the portion which 
was wanting in the manuscript of the Jndia Office 
Library, hut also to get familiar with the script of 
that manuscript. . . . ■ ... ; 
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' ' The 'Manuscript of belonging to the 

India Office Library, is a model of careless and slipshod 
penmanship. It is incomplete at the commencement 
and written in an extremely illegible script; the scribe 
has sometimes tried to test the imagination and memory 
of the readers by either leaving out or repeating letters, 
words, and even sentences. It originally belonged to 
Oolebrooke who presented it to the India Office,Library 
in 1821. For the last 10G years it has been lying there 
without attracting the notice of any editor towards it. 

In spite of some helpful material here obtained and 
,my efforts to wade through all the available Prakrit 
Grammars, the task of deciphering the manuscript 
would have been beyond my powers, had not my 
learned colleague, Professor Baladeva Upadhyaya, come 
to my help. His extraordinary knowledge of script and 
grammar, coupled with his usual habit of patient labour, 
has greatly contributed towards any success I may 
have been able to attain. I remember with a . feeling 
df deep gratefuness how' he willingly forewent the 
pleasure of going home and remained here, toiling over 
the manuscripts day and night in the burning heat of 
summer. 

I hope I shall be excused for making these personal 
references which are required by the extraordinary 
circumstances. I shall have occasion, in the Introduc- 
tion to follow, to say much about the present texts and 
their authors. For the present, therefore, I beg leave 
of my kind readers, introducing in the meanwhile 
5CT3T and to say what they can for themselves. 

I cannot conclude this short note without remembering 
those whose help has been of great advantage to me. 
The person, who deserves the foremost mention in this 
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connection is Professor Baladeva Upadhyaya, but as he 
has been always a brother-in~action to me, he would 
not, I am sure, relish very much any gratitude shown 
to him by me. So leaving him alone, I at once hasten 
to offer my best thanks to Pandit Narayana S'astri 
Khiste who, with his characteristic politeness, allowed 
me, not only to utilise the resources available in his 
library, but also to draw upon his wide erudition. He 
favoured me this time with his own transcript of {srfiror’s 
Grammar. I cannot forget Pandit Jagannatha S'astri 
Hoshing whose unfailing kind courtesy towards me has 
often enabled me to tide safely through many difficulties. 
Last and best of all, I may refer to the revered name of 
the learned editor of this series, but my gratitude to- 
wards him can never be sufficiently expressed in words. 


Benares 

Hindu University, 
2nd February, 1 9 2 7 . J 


BATUK NATH SHARMA 
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